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Class Notes
1939
Grady Clay received a special $5,000 award 
from The Urban Communication Foundation 
at the Association for Education in Journalism 
and Mass Communication meeting in 
Chicago.  Clay was the first urban affairs 
editor of The Louisville Courier-Journal and 
editor for 23 years of Landscape Architecture 
magazine, past president of the American 
Society of Planning Officials (now American 
Planning Association) and jury chairman 
for the Vietnam War Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, D.C.
 
Edith Iglauer delivered the annual Lansdowne 
Lecture at the March 27 meeting of the 
Creative Non-Fiction faculty at the University 
of Victoria (Canada).

1946
Eileen Martinson Lavine is associate editor 
of Moment, a bi-monthly magazine of Jewish 
politics, culture and religion published in 
Washington, D.C.
  
1956
Eileen Grennan has an article in the May/
June issue of Columbia College Today 
magazine. The article is about 1968 at the 
J-School.

1960
Jerome Aumente was awarded the Society 
of Professional Journalists 2008 Sigma 
Delta Chi national award for excellence 
in journalism research for “From Ink on 
Paper to the Internet:  Past Challenges and 
Future Transformations for New Jersey’s 
Newspapers.”  Aumente is distinguished 
professor emeritus and special counselor to 
the dean in the School of Communication, 
Information and Library Studies at Rutgers 
University.

1964 
Nick Scalera, president of Scalera Consulting 
Services, will receive a 2008 Men of Valor 
Award from Project Re-Direct, a Newark-
based non-profit social service agency that 
works with vulnerable youth. Scalera was 
recognized for his lifelong work with at-risk 
children. 
 
1966
David Andelman is the new editor of World 
Policy Journal,  the magazine of the World 
Policy Institute. World Policy’s mission is to 
develop and champion innovative policies 
from international perspectives. Andelman’s 
goal at the magazine and a new Web site is to 
provide a forum for public debate on global 
issues around the world. The magazine will 
celebrate its 25th anniversary this fall.
 
1967 
Tom Bettag’s latest project with Ted Koppel is 
a four-part series titled “The People’s Republic 
of Capitalism,” which will begin airing on the 
Discovery Channel in early July.

Ed Omotoso is the publisher and editor-in-
chief of Esa-Oke Today, a quarterly general 
interest community magazine which he 
founded to serve  his hometown in Nigeria 
and its citizens throughout the  worldwide 
diaspora.
 
Allan Sloan of Fortune magazine won his 
seventh Loeb Award for “Piece of Junk,” his 
article about the subprime crisis. 
 
1969
Lewis Fisher has been named by Victor 
Central School District (N.Y.) as its Graduate 
of Distinction for 2008. Fisher was with the 
San Antonio Express-News in Texas until 1971 
and left to establish the North San Antonio 

Times. Fisher owns Maverick Publishing and 
has written nine books about the history of 
San Antonio. 

Jim Hoagland, associate editor and chief 
foreign correspondent for The Washington 
Post, teamed up with other international 
experts at the World Affairs Council’s annual 
conference, “From London to Moscow: New 
Faces, Old Alliances.”  As conference chair, 
Hoagland led discussions that examined 
the foreign policy challenges we face in the 
immediate future.

Roy Malone  is editor of the St. Louis 
Journalism Review, which has been published 
continuously since 1970. He retired as a 
reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch and 
also had been  a reporter  for  the Associated 
Press and KSDK Channel 5 in St. Louis. 

1970
Frank Denton was named editor of The Florida 
Times-Union (Jacksonville) by publisher James 
Currow. Denton will remain vice president for 
journalism for the paper’s parent company, 
Morris Communications, the job he held 
before becoming interim editor in January. 
Denton has more than 44 years of newsroom 
experience, including nearly 18 years as editor 
of the Wisconsin State Journal in Madison and 
10 years in various editing positions at the 
Detroit Free Press.

1971
Alex Belida has been working on a new 
project at Voice of America, the VOA News 
Blog, which discusses the editorial integrity 
and quality of VOA content and responds 
to inquiries, comments and complaints from 
the general public and others related to that 
content. The News Blog is a public source 
of information, explanation and analysis 
regarding VOA’s journalistic standards and 
practices.

Reginald Stuart has been appointed to the 
board of the Student Press Law Center, a 
Washington, D.C., non-profit whose mission 
is to advocate for free-press rights for high 
school and college journalists. Stuart is 
a corporate recruiter for The McClatchy 
Company, one of the largest newspaper 
companies in the nation. He has worked 
throughout his career to support open-records 
laws and free-press rights. 

1972
Bhaskar Menon  has a new blog on 
international issues/stories from the United 
Nations: http://undiplomatictimes.blogspot.
com.

1976
Solange De Santis has been named editor 
of Episcopal Life Media (ELM) in New 
York City. De Santis — a staff writer since 
2000 for the Anglican Journal, the national 
newspaper of the Anglican Church of Canada 
—will shape and plan content for both 
ELM’s online and print editions and provide 
editorial leadership for its 225,000-circulation 
Episcopal Life monthly newspaper.

Anita Sama is editor-in-chief of CEO Update, 
a niche publication in Washington, D.C., that 
covers executives in trade associations, non-
profits and professional societies. 

1977
Gordon Bock has rejoined the journalism 
community as managing editor of the weekly 
Northfield (Vt.) News and Transcript. Gordon 
was with UPI, U.S. News & World Report, 
Business Week and Time before moving to 
Vermont, where he has largely worked in sales 
and marketing for a decade. Gordon has served 

the J-School in various capacities: teaching 
assistant (media management seminar) while 
he was a Columbia undergraduate, member 
of the alumni executive committee, RW1 
adjunct professor and alumni proctor.

Ti-Hua Chang is primarily an investigative 
reporter, not a general assignment reporter, 
for My9News in New York City.
  
Lisa Hammersly Munn and colleagues at The 
Charlotte (N.C.) Observer won a Loeb Award 
for “Sold a Nightmare,” a year-long series on 
the subprime mortgage crisis.

Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez was inducted into 
the 2008 National Association of Hispanic 
Journalists Hall of Fame on July 25 during 
the UNITY ‘08 Convention in Chicago. 
Rivas-Rodriguez is associate professor of 
journalism at the University of Texas at Austin 
and director of the U.S. Latino and Latina 
World War II Oral History Project. An activist 
who spearheaded a national campaign against 
the exclusion of Latinos from the Ken Burns’ 
documentary “The War,” Rivas-Rodriguez is 
the creator of NAHJ’s The Latino Reporter at 
the Dallas convention, a model emulated by 
other journalism organizations.
 
1978
Jane Eisner has been named the editor of 
The Forward, the Jewish newsweekly. Eisner 
worked at The Philadelphia Inquirer from 1980 
to 2005, rising from reporter to editorial page 
editor and syndicated columnist. The Forward 
has been published in Yiddish for more than 
a century; the English-language version was 
founded in 1990. Eisner is the first woman to 
edit either version of The Forward.

Leslie Goldwater Nelson has joined the 
Burton D. Morgan Foundation in Hudson, 
Ohio, as senior program officer. The foundation 
seeks to strengthen the free enterprise system 
by investing in organizations and institutions 
that foster the entrepreneurial spirit. Nelson is 
responsible for reviewing grant applications, 
making recommendations to trustees and 
following up to make sure that grants are 
properly administered. 
 
1979 
Guido Busetto and his wife, Nobuko 
Hashimoto, own and operate a vineyard in 
Selvole, Tuscany. Their passion for wine goes 
back more than 10 years when Busetto was 
posted in France as a correspondent for an 
Italian economic newspaper and the couple 
pursued their studies in oenology at the 
University of Bordeaux. 

William Lubart is a psychologist in private 
practice in Manhattan. Lubart specializes in 
providing psychotherapy and psychoanalysis 
to clients in the media and the arts. 

1980
Wayne Dawkins ,  a professor at the 
Scripps Howard School of Journalism 
and Communica t ions  a t  Hampton 
University in Virginia, recently contributed 
articles to “The Encyclopedia of American 
Journalism.” Dawkins’ articles included pieces 
on David Halberstam and James Reston and 
one on American columnists.

Jon Markman is editor and founder of the 
investment research newsletters Trader’s 
Advantage and Strategic Advantage. A pioneer 
in the development of stock-rating systems 
and screening software, Markman is a co-
inventor on two Microsoft patents and author 
of the best-selling books “Swing Trading” and 
“Online Investing.”  Markman is also a weekly 
columnist for MSN Money and a contributor 
to TheStreet.com.

 
Manny (Max) Norat won a New York Times 
2008 ESOL (English for Speakers of Other 
Languages) Teachers of the Year Program 
award. Now in its second year, the program 
recognizes ESOL instructors who have 
consistently gone above and beyond the call 
of duty to help students learn English and 
develop the skills needed to create successful 
new lives in the United States. Norat is an 
adult education ESL teacher at Hamilton-
Madison House.

Carol Polsky is a reporter with Newsday on 
Long Island.

1981
Caleb Solomon was appointed managing 
editor/news and page one editor of The Boston 
Globe.

1982 
In addition to writing about the environment 
for The New York Times, Andrew Revkin 
performs in the band Uncle Wade. Revkin 
wrote the song “Arlington” after passing the 
Arlington National Cemetery a few years ago 
and learning that the cemetery was slowly 
running out of room. The song was posted on 
the NYTimes.com site on Memorial Day.

1983
Erik Gunn has won the award for Best Topical 
Column in the Magazine Division of the 
Excellence in Wisconsin Journalism contest 
sponsored by the Milwaukee Press Club. 
Gunn won the award for “Pressroom,” the 
monthly column on the media he writes for 
Milwaukee Magazine, where he also frequently 
contributes feature articles. He’s been writing 
the column since November 2006. This is the 
fifth time since 1996 that Gunn’s work for 
Milwaukee Magazine has been recognized in 
the Milwaukee Press Club’s annual contest. 

1984
Peter James Spielmann, a news editor 
on the North America division of AP’s 
international desk, spent a month teaching 
“International Reporting: Special Topics” at 
American University of Kuwait as a Fulbright 
Senior Specialist. He also moderated a panel 
in May at Harvard University’s Nieman 
Foundation  on religion, human rights and 
journalism during the conference “A Paradigm 
Revisited:  60 years after the Declaration of 
Human Rights — How would we (re)write 
it now?”  
 
Mike Watkiss is the 2008 recipient of the 
Humanitarian Award presented by the 
Arizona Women’s Partnership. Watkiss was 
recognized for his on-going reporting on 
women and children at risk inside the world 
of American polygamy.

1985
Scott James, writing under the pen name 
Kemble Scott, has been honored as a finalist 
for the national Lambda Literary Award for 
his debut novel “SoMa.”
 
1986 
Mary El len Murphy Stidham  was 
posthumously honored with a Bartow, Fla., 
Chamber of Commerce “Spirit of Bartow 
Award,” which recognizes outstanding service. 
Stidham was a former reporter for The Catholic 
Free Press and The Tampa Tribune before 
becoming the communications director for 
the Florida Institute of Phosphate Research in 
Bartow. Stidham was an active member in the 
Bartow community as a board member of the 
Greater Bartow Chamber of Commerce, Polk 
Arts Alliance and the Bartow Community 
Healthcare Foundation. She died Feb. 17 at the 
age of 49 from a respiratory disorder.
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