






Job Hunting Tips 
The J-School Career Services Office has compiled a list of online 
resources where you can find guides and advice about how to get 
back into the work force, re-tool your career and shift directions, or 
keep your current journalism jobs. 
http://www.journalism.columbia.edu/tips 
 
---------------------------------------------------------
---------------- 
 
JobNews Extra! 
 
Looking for tips on training, major media events and other extras 
that might be useful as you search for jobs? Bookmark the address 
for JobNews Extra!, compiled by Career Services as a supplement to 
the JobNews job listings database for alumni and students. JobNews 
Extra contains information on online media training programs, 
teleseminars on retooling your career, Columbia University Career 
Education workshops open to all, speaker events, freelance 
opportunities, fellowships and more. This "graduates only" online 
site is password-protected and replaces the weekly emails that were 
previously sent from Career Services. JobNews continues to be our 
focal point for employment listings and is updated daily.  
 
=========================================
====== 
 
EVENTS OF INTEREST 
 
=========================================
====== 
 
ALUMNI CAREER DEVELOPMENT EVENTS 
 
August 2009 Tele-seminar:  Open Career Counseling Call 
 
Tuesday, August 25, 1-2 p.m. (ET) 
 
Beth Olson, Associate Director of Graduate Student Career 
Development, and Emily Seamone, Associate Director of Alumni 
Career Development, Center for Career Education at Columbia 
University. Bring your career concerns to this call – CCE counselors 



Beth Olson and Emily Seamone will be on hand to answer your 
questions on just about anything job-related. 
 
https://calendar.columbia.edu/sundial/webapi/get.php?vt=detail&
br=default&id=32372 
 
---------------------------------------------------------
---------------- 
 
Free Career Coaching Webinar 
 
Friday, August 7, 2009, 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM (ET) 
 
If you could go behind the scenes in the job search and see how 
hiring really works, what would you want to know?  Submit your job 
search and career questions to info@sixfigurestart.com. 
SixFigureStart coaches answer as many questions as fit within the 
60-minute webinar.  To register, sign up at http://bit.ly/GMKOm    
SixFigureStart is a career coaching firm comprised of former 
Fortune 500 recruiters.  
 
---------------------------------------------------------
---------------- 
 
Travel Writing Workshop in Hudson, N.Y. 
 
September 16-18 
 
A travel writing workshop led by Robert Haru Fisher, former editor 
in chief of Fodor Guides and executive editor of 
www.frommers.com, will be held in Hudson, N.Y., two hours north 
of New York City.  For more information:  
http://www.travelwritingworkshop.org/.  
 
=========================================
======= 
ALUMNI NEWS 
 
=========================================
======= 
 



Valentine Cardinale '58 has published his second novel through 
iUniverse titled "The West Side Kid."  It's a mystery-suspense story 
about a high-profile murder case involving a movie star, Lorne 
Bennett. He's accused of killing his wife Aurora and running away, 
leaving his four-month-old daughter Laura behind. Twenty-two 
years later, he's still on the run, and Laura, now a young woman, 
wants to know as much as she can about her parents and launches 
her own investigation into the crime. 
 
Peter Hoffmann '60 has just signed a contract with MIT Press to 
update and revise his 2001 book, "Tomorrow's Energy: Hydrogen, 
Fuel Cells and the Prospects for a Cleaner Planet" for a second 
edition, with delivery of the manuscript sometime next year. He has 
been editing and publishing his monthly newsletter, "The Hydrogen 
& Fuel Cell Letter" for 23 years (www.hfcletter.com). 
 
Steve Clapp ʼ66 has published “Africa Remembered: Adventures in 
Post-Colonial Nigeria and Beyond,” an illustrated memoir of his 
Peace Corps tour in northern Nigeria in the early 1960s and travels 
home through politically turbulent Central and East Africa. The 
144-page paperback in landscape format is based on letters home 
and color slides lovingly saved over four decades. “Beautifully 
designed” with “sumptuous photography,” says the Friends of 
Nigeria newsletter. Hard copies of the book are available at 
www.lulu.com. Free electronic copies are available on request from 
scclapp@gmail.com. 
 
Jill Nelson '80 has written "Let's Get It On" (HarperCollins, June 
2009), a follow-up to her popular debut "Sexual Healing", with 
Marvin Gaye again providing the thematic backup for the over-the-
top sexual shenanigans and ribald politics embraced by the 
proprietors of A Sister's Spa. This time out, Yale-educated lawyer 
LaShaWanda P. Marshall, and fellow spa founders Lydia Beaucoup 
and Acey Allen recreate their successful unorthodox Reno, Nev., spa 
on a boat moored off Martha's Vineyard. 
 
David Wessel '81 has written "IN FED WE TRUST:  Ben Bernanke's War 
on the Great Panic" (Crown Publishing), an insider's account of the 
Federal Reserve's battle to keep the U.S. from entering "Depression 
2.0."  Wessel is the economics editor of the Wall Street Journal and 
writes the Capital column, a weekly look at the economy and forces 
shaping living standards around the world.  He has shared two 



Pulitzer Prizes, one for a Boston Globe series in 1983 on the 
persistence of racism in Boston and the other for stories in 2002 in 
the Wall Street Journal on corporate wrongdoing.  He was a Knight 
Bagehot Fellow in 1980-81.  
 
Anthony Flint '85 at the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, a think tank 
in Cambridge, Mass., has published "Wrestling with Moses: How 
Jane Jacobs Took On New York's Master Builder 
and Transformed the American City" (Random House). He is 
speaking in Washington, Toronto, Vermont and New Hampshire, 
Portland, Ore., and of course New York 
(http://booktour.com/author/anthony_flint).  His author's website 
is www.anthonyflint.net, home of his blog, Developing Stories.  
 
Julia Ridgely '86 has joined Prometheus Research, an innovator in 
database software, as Principal Solutions Engineer. She is 
responsible for creating customer solutions, programs, and services 
for the company's HTSQL software products. Most recently, she was 
a product manager at GridPoint, Arlington, Va., a World Economic 
Forum Technology Pioneer and winner of many clean technology 
awards. There, she managed the product platform for GridPoint's 
distributed energy management solution. 
 
Leah Hager Cohen '91 has been named the new William H.P. Jenks 
Chair in Contemporary American Letters at the College of the Holy 
Cross. In addition to teaching duties in the English Department, she 
will work to bring other authors to campus for readings and 
lectures. Cohen is the author of four works of creative non-fiction 
including "Without Apology: Girls, Women, and the Desire to Fight" 
(Random House, 2005) and "The Stuff of Dreams: Behind the Scenes 
of an American Community Theater" (Viking, 2001); and three 
novels including her most recent "House Lights" (W.W. Norton, 
2007), "Heart, You Bully, You Punk" (Viking, 2003) and "Heat 
Lightning" (Avon, 1997). She is currently working on her fourth 
novel titled, "The Grief of Others." 
 
Evelyn Castillo-Bach '93 has launched Collegiate Nation, an 
independent website exclusively for college students 
(www.collegiatenation.com). The goal is to empower students by 
connecting their ideas and talents to the world. 
 
  



 
Malcolm Foster '93 was appointed Associated Press bureau chief in 
Tokyo. Based at the Asia-Pacific regional desk in Bangkok since 
2005, Foster helped strengthen and expand coverage of the fast-
expanding economies of the Far East and South Asia, assigning and 
editing stories and overseeing a team of business writers from 
Mumbai to Singapore. After working at Bloomberg News in Tokyo 
and New York for six years, Foster joined the AP in 1999 at the 
cooperative's International Desk in New York. 
 
Solly Granatstein '94 won the Loeb Award in the Television 
Enterprise Category for “The Wasteland”, his 60 Minutes piece with 
Scott Pelley and Nicole Young. 
 
Ting-Li Wang '94 is an award-winning photographer who has been 
on the staffs of the New York Times and the Virginian-Pilot 
(Norfolk, Va.).  She covered her first national political campaign for 
the New York Times with Democratic presidential candidates John 
Edwards and John Kerry in 2004.  Photographing Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Bali and China for the Travel section rank among her favorite 
assignments.  After working 6 years at The New York Times, Ting-Li 
joined the faculty at Shantou University’s Cheung Kong School of 
Journalism and Communication in Guangdong Province, China.  She 
taught basic and advanced photojournalism focusing on picture 
stories reflecting life in rural China.  
 
Larry Dignan '95 is editor in chief of ZDNet and Editorial Director of 
ZDNet's sister site TechRepublic. He was most recently Executive 
Editor of News and Blogs at ZDNet. Prior to that he was executive 
news editor at eWeek and news editor at Baseline. He also served as 
the East Coast news editor and finance editor at CNET News.com. 
Larry has covered the technology and financial services industry 
since 1995, publishing articles in WallStreetWeek.com, Inter@ctive 
Week, The New York Times, and Financial Planning magazine. 
 
Heather Boerner '97 left newspapers five years ago to specialize in 
health, real estate and business writing for publications including 
the San Francisco Chronicle, Yoga Journal, Registered Nurse 
Magazine, Yahoo! Hot Jobs and The Magazine Group. She is also a 
freelance business development coach who specializes in helping 
former newspaper reporters learn the freelance ropes: setting 
hourly rates, identifying the type of work they would like to do and 



learning to query their dream publications. She can be reached at 
heather@heatherboerner.com or at www.heatherboerner.com. 
 
Lauren Thompson '97 recently finished a 5-month stint post 
directing in New Zealand on the documentary series, "I Survived."  
Thompson is taking the summer off to pursue a yoga teacher 
certification in Mexico and returns to New York in the fall, directing 
on various programs for the Food Network and celebrity chef Bobby 
Flay.  She is also in post-production on her own independent 
documentary film, "N.O. Justice," following several characters 
through New Orleans' criminal justice system post-Katrina.   
 
Olivia Barker '98 is expecting her first child, a boy, and relocating to 
Pennsylvania where her husband works as an editor for Rodale 
magazines.  She will continue to work for USA Today. 
 
Jen Lin-Liu '00 and her husband Craig Simons will be heading to 
Boston in August for his Knight Journalism Fellowship at M.I.T. for 
2009-2010.  Lin-Liu will travel back and forth between Boston and 
Beijing to work on her second book and oversee her cooking 
school, "Black Sesame Kitchen" (www.blacksesamekitchen.com), 
located just north of the Forbidden City in the old preserved parts 
of Beijing. 
 
Joon-Nie Lau '00 is a lecturer at the Nanyang Technological 
University's Wee Kim Wee School of Communication and Information 
in Singapore, where she teaches overseas reporting, TV news 
production and media practices and professions.  For 15 years, Lau 
was a broadcast journalist, TV and online news producer and editor 
at Channel NewsAsia and its predecessor stations in Singapore. 
 
Daniel Simmons '00 is a reporter at the Chicago Tribune. 
 
Michelle Wong '00 is working with the Innocence Project in New 
Orleans.  
 
Daren Briscoe '01 was appointed deputy associate director of public 
affairs for the Office of National Drug Control Policy.  Briscoe was a 
reporter for Newsweek magazine and covered the presidential 
campaign. 
 
  



 
Brandis Griffith '01 just won two Emmys from the National Capital 
Chesapeake Chapter (ceremony was June 2009). The awards were 
for News Feature-Light Series, on a report called "The Great Trash 
Challenge." The other award was for News Series; Griffith produced 
an hour-long special report called "Drive to Stay Alive" about teen 
driving. Drive to Stay Alive also won the coveted Community Service 
Award, for the station. 
 
Jason Dearen '02 is a reporter with the AP Bureau in San Francisco. 
 
Alana Newhouse '02 is editor-in-chief of Tabletmag.com, a daily 
online magazine of Jewish news, ideas, and culture. Launched in 
June 2009, it’s a project of the not-for-profit Nextbook Inc. and the 
sister organization of Nextbook Press, which publishes a line of 
Jewish-themed books. Before joining Nextbook, Newhouse was the 
culture editor of the Forward, where she supervised coverage of 
books, films, dance, music, art, and ideas. She also started a line of 
Forward-branded books with W.W. Norton and edited its maiden 
publication, "A Living Lens: Photographs of Jewish Life from the 
Pages of the Forward." 
 
Alan Rappeport '02 is a reporter at the Financial Times, covering 
everything from economics to Bernie Madoff. 
 
Mara McGinnis '03 and Karl Bauer were married July 3 at St. Mary of 
the Snows Church in Otter Lake, N.Y.   McGinnis is the executive 
director of public relations and communications at Pratt Institute in 
Brooklyn.  Bauer is a senior field producer for MTV Networks in 
Manhattan.  They were high school sweethearts, but by their 
sophomore year in college, they had gone their separate ways. 
Having lost touch completely for five years, they randomly bumped 
into each other in October 2000, on Broadway in Morningside 
Heights. By the end of their conversation, they learned that they 
were both graduate students at Columbia. In January this year, 
Bauer proposed in the same spot on Broadway where they became 
reacquainted in 2000. 
 
Petra Bartosiewicz '04, M.A. '06 won the Newswomen's Club of New 
York 2008 award for best radio program, for "The Prosecutor," an 
hour-long documentary on This American Life that looked at the 
rise and fall of a former federal prosecutor who tried the 



government's first post-9/11 terrorism trial, only to see the 
government reverse the convictions a year later and put him on trial 
for prosecutorial misconduct. 
 
David Johnson '06 is the research editor at San Francisco Magazine. 
 
Lisa Desai '07 and Tara Kyle '07 produced a video for Time.com on 
Iraqi refugees in Syria: 
http://www.time.com/time/video/?bcpid=1485842900&bctid=294
61838001 
 
Kate Brannen '08 is a reporter at InsideDefense.com 
(http://insidedefense.com), where she covers Army policy and 
procurement.  In July, Brannen was at the U.S. Army War College for 
a three-day seminar on national security strategy. 
 
Tesfaye Negussie '08 worked on a radio story for LatinoUSA on NPR 
about Jorge Jovel, a professional BMX rider, who conquered 
numerous obstacles to get where he is today 
(http://latinousa.kut.org/848/).  He was an undocumented 
immigrant who financially supported his family in the South Bronx 
since he was 15 years old.  He went from jumping bikes off of home 
made ramps to competing against the best riders in the world. 
Negussie is a correspondent assistant for NOW PBS. 
 
Adam Weinstein '08 joined DS News magazine as its managing 
editor.  He is responsible for the Dallas-based default services 
magazine's new Web site, as well as writing and editing print 
feature stories.  Prior to his Dallas move, Weinstein spent eight 
months in Baghdad as a public affairs specialist for the U.S.-led 
coalition forces.  He also earned distinction as the class of 2008's 
first layoff casualty last July, when the Wall Street Journal folded its 
copy desk. 
 
Luis Andres Henao '09 is an intern at the Miami Herald and recently 
co-wrote a story with Kathleen McGrory '06.  
 
Elizabeth Henderson '09 was appointed assistant general 
coordinator at The Indypendent.  She began volunteering with the 
newspaper in 2008.  Her previous experience includes interning at 
The American Prospect, City Limits and The Nation. She was editor-



in-chief of the bi-weekly student newspaper, The Phoenix, at Sarah 
Lawrence College in Bronxville, N.Y. 
 
Mandy Major '09 is an online editor/programming manager for 
AOL's welcome screen.  She is based in New York City. 
 
Christine McLean '09 was a panelist on the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation's TV series "Short Film Face-off" for the second season 
this June.  At the moment she is hosting the live current affairs 
radio show "Information Morning" on CBC in New Brunswick, 
Canada.  This fall she begins a full-time position teaching 
journalism at St. Thomas University in Fredericton, New Brunswick. 
 
Kristina Peterson '09 had a version of her master's project 
published on the front page of the NYT today. It's about how NCAA 
athletes have to shoulder their medical bills when they're injured. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/16/sports/16athletes.html?_r=
3&ref=sports 
 
Franz Strasser '09 is the multimedia intern at Reuters headquarters 
in Times Square and produced his first video story for Reuters after 
three days on the job. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------
---------------- 
 
Virginia Paty Ellison '45 died on July 16.  She was 88.  Ellison 
graduated from Paris Junior College (Tex.) and received a bachelor's 
degree from North Texas State University, where she subsequently 
taught journalism and served as publicity director before attending 
the Journalism School. In 1945, she received her M.S. degree and 
was awarded a Pulitzer Traveling Fellowship. She joined the news 
staff of the Baltimore Evening Sun and served in the Sunpapers' 
London Bureau. Following her marriage in 1948, she was a reporter 
for the New Orleans Times-Picayune and later served as a 
journalism instructor at Tulane University. Her interests in Austin 
included volunteering at the LBJ Presidential Library and 
membership in AAUW, the English-Speaking Union, Austin 
Newcomers, and the Austin Woman's Club. She is survived by her 
son and his wife, Keith and Kathleen Ellison of Houston, and her 
daughter, Jeannie, and grandson, Blake, of Salt Lake City. Her 



husband of 59 years, Jack K. Ellison, preceded her in death on 
November 19, 2007. 
 
William (Bill) Berry Seward '54, 81, died July 25 at his home, located 
in The Villages, Lady Lake, Fla. He had previously lived in Houston, 
Tex., Midland, Tex., and Garden City, N.Y.  Seward retired from Dow 
Chemical and had previously been employed as a reporter for the 
New York Herald Tribune and the Des Moines Register.  A graduate 
of the University of Iowa, Seward was a World War II U.S. Army/Air 
Force veteran.  He is survived by his wife Carol, sons William (Julie) 
of Indianapolis, Ind., Robert (Lisa) of Houston, Tex., Peter (Jean) of 
Winston-Salem, N.C., and Christopher (Laurie) of Cedarbug, Wis.; 
daughters Martha Adams and Rebecca Seward of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., Nancy Weigel (Charles) of Niwot, Colo., Mary Nelson (Ron) of 
Moores Hill, Ind. and Polly Eoloff of St. Louis, Mo. and 20 of his 21 
grandchildren.  A funeral mass was celebrated on July 27 and he 
was laid to rest at the Florida National Cemetery. 
 
=========================================
======= 
FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
 
=========================================
======= 
 
UNDP Photo Contest 
Deadline:  August 31 
 
Picture This: Caring for the Earth is a photo contest seeking out 
single photos and photo essays profiling people in Africa working 
to reduce the effects of climate change in their countries, cities and 
communities. You must have lived in an African country for at least 
12 months before that date to be eligible to enter. The contest is 
sponsored by the United Nations Development Programme in 
partnership with Olympus Corporation and the Agence France-
Presse (AFP) Foundation. For more information and to enter your 
submissions go to: www.undp.org/picturethis 
 
---------------------------------------------------------
---------------- 
 



Knight Science Journalism Fellowship:  Medical Evidence Boot Camp 
Deadline:  September 15 
 
MIT's Knight Science Journalism Fellowships program offers an 
intensive course, now in its eighth year, on how to evaluate medical 
evidence.   Twelve journalists will be chosen to attend the Boot 
Camp, from Dec. 1-4.  Information and applications are available 
at: http://web.mit.edu/knight-science 
 
---------------------------------------------------------
---------------- 
 
Alicia Patterson Fellowships 
Deadline: October 1 
 
The Alicia Patterson fellowships are open only to U.S. citizens who 
are full time print journalists, or to non-U.S. citizens who work full 
time for U.S. print publications, either in America or abroad. The 
aim of the trustees who established the foundation was to improve 
the quality of U.S. print journalism. For more information:  Alicia 
Patterson Foundation 
 
---------------------------------------------------------
---------------- 
 
European Journalism-Fellowships in Berlin 
Deadline: Nov. 1 
 
Journalists from across Europe and the United States are invited to 
apply for the European Journalism-Fellowships, offered by the 
International Center for Journalism at Freie Universität Berlin. 
Participants are given the opportunity to take a two-semester leave 
from their professional positions and spend a sabbatical year of 
research at Freie Universität Berlin, widening their knowledge while 
pursuing a major research project. At the same time, the program 
enables participants to network with professional colleagues from 
Eastern and Western Europe and the United States. The program 
starts in October 2010 and ends in July 2011.   For more 
information, go to:  www.ejf.fu-berlin.de 
 
 
 



---------------------------------------------------------
---------------- 
APSA Congressional Fellows Program 
Deadline: December 1 
 
In the American Political Science Association Congressional Fellows 
Program, for nine months, select political scientists, journalists, 
doctors, federal executives, international scholars, and health policy 
experts can gain "hands on" understanding of the legislative 
process by serving on congressional staffs. For more information, 
visit the American Political Science Association. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------
--------------- 
 
The E-News digest is sent monthly to all graduates of Columbia 
Journalism School.  Check out all the J-School news and programs 
at www.journalism.columbia.edu 
 
 
Are your address and email changing? Have you changed jobs?  
Don't lose touch with the Graduate School of Journalism - to change 
your contact information, go to: 
 
http://www.journalism.columbia.edu/cs/ContentServer/jrn/117529
5309167/page/1175373950982/simplepage.htm 
 
  
 
Send us your news:  ics9@columbia.edu 
 
 
 


